KirkWood Kronicle

A Christian Community Knowing, Loving & Serving Christ, to
Make Him Known to All.

September 2016

Dear Members and Friends,
I am not at all averse to saying goodbye to these heated days of
August. Yes, I know about September and October in Virginia.
The weather can still be hot and humid. I know. I know.
But I also know with September comes new Sunday School classes, youth ministry opportunities, corporate worship at 9:30 and 11:00; more and
more ways to worship and serve our living Lord.
Thank all of you who worked behind the scenes to make the summer of 2016 another time of incredible ministry: youth mission trip, Vacation Bible School, Movies on
the Lawn, farewell to Drew, extraordinary support for the Pastor’s Fund, attendance
at an 8:30 summer adult Sunday School class and many more exciting ventures.
It’s the start-up of a new church year.
Come on and share in the great adventure of being and living as God’s people.
Let’s see what great things we can do to serve our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Of course, I’ll see you in church.
Because you are the church.
Fondly,

mcondrey@cox.net
KirkWood Presbyterian Church
1209 Hampton Highway
Yorktown, VA 23693
Phone: 757-766-0343 Fax: 757-766-0962
E-mail: kirkwood@kirkwood.hrcoxmail.com
Website: http://www.kirkwoodpcusa.org/
Worship: 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. (Adults)
11:00 a.m. (Preschool-Adults)
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PUMPKIN PATCH HISTORY LESSON 101
Mission

Have you ever wondered how Kirkwood became involved in the selling of pumpkins? Well
here goes: In 2001, Kirkwood hired an associate pastor, Julie Urback (Thro). Julie’s primary role was in youth ministries. My husband, Steve, and I were the KYG leaders at the time
and we were looking for ways to help the kids raise funds for mission projects and mission trips. Julie researched and found the Navajo Agricultural Products Industry (NAPI)
who grow pumpkins, as well as many other items, to support themselves. They service
1000+ churches, Boy Scout troops and civic organizations throughout the United States
for fundraising efforts with the sale of the pumpkins.
The first few years the labor came primarily from the youth and their families, but it
quickly became apparent that the entire congregation’s help would be necessary to continue to be the “church with the pumpkins”, as we were quickly named. The funds raised
were now giving Kirkwood the ability to do so many things in and around our community
near and far. Over the past 15 years the projects we have been able to fund have been
amazing, to say the least. The funds have supported the yearly youth mission trips, adult
mission trips, Bright Beginnings at the YMCA and Salvation Army to help purchase school
supplies to those less fortunate, Food Lion food cards, St. Paul’s weekend homeless ministry, PORT (People Offering Resources Together) homeless shelter, supplies and construction of wheelchair ramps in the community and home repair/renovations through York
County/Poquoson Social Services. We have been able to support the Community Service
Award for the Boy Scouts who meet at our church. Ten Percent of the yearly proceeds are
tithed to the Pastor’s Fund to be used as Michael sees fit. Much of the funding for our
Prayer Path was from the patch. The mission trailer that is used when teams go out to do
these various projects and trips was purchased with Pumpkin Patch funds as well.
As you can easily see, the things Kirkwood has been able to accomplish with the funds
raised, is something akin to miraculous. 100% of the proceeds are put into missions. But
as many of you also have seen, the man hours necessary to run the patch from late September to October 31st, are great. It definitely takes our entire village at Kirkwood to
make this a success and to have the ability to do so much good in our local community
and our larger community for those in need.
“And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’” Matthew 25:40 NLT
Cathy Hudgins
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THE GREAT PUMPKINS ARE COMING!
Mission

Though the summer heat is still upon us, it is time to make preparations for the 2016 Pumpkin Patch. We have already started organizing, but we need the help of everyone that is able
to make our patch successful.
So.... please mark your calendars. Our delivery dates are Saturday October 1st and Saturday
October 15th. We will need bodies to help unload on those dates. The sign up sheets will be in
their usual place outside Albertina's office.
The Patch is open the entire month of October, 7 days a week. It takes our KirkWood village
to make it work. Our entire congregation benefits from the Patch proceeds, as do the missions
and ministries we are able to do because of it. We have been able to reach out to those in
need in our local, national and global communities.
So.... we ask that you prayerfully consider signing up for shifts to man the Patch. Oh.............and
did we mention ---- it is FUN!! It is for the entire family. It has been a blessing for all of us.
And.....this year, you will be able to sign up for Patch shifts electronically! There will still be
hard copies, but you will be able to go online and sign up from the convenience of your home!
Details will follow.
Mission Upcoming Dates:
October 1
October 8
October 15

Pumpkin Delivery
Weekend Ministry at St. Paul’s
Pumpkin Delivery

The Mission Committee welcomes new members. We meet the first Tuesday of the month at
7:00 p.m. All are welcome.
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Attention Ladies … Attention Ladies … Attention Ladies

WHAT: a women’s group … no extra qualifications needed
WHEN: meets the second Tuesday of each month
(September-May) at 10:00 a.m.

WHERE: in the fellowship hall

WHY: Enjoy time spent in Bible study, serving and
having fun with other women
Looking forward to seeing you at the next meeting!
If you have questions, you may contact
Wilma Mitchell at 865-6020.

Just picture yourself as a part of this ministry of
KirkWood Presbyterian Church!!
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FALL BIBLE STUDIES
Congregational Education

KirkWood Adult Sunday School

8:30 A.M.
Option 1: “Jesus is ____” by: Judah Smith
The author hopes to fill in the blank for believers, seekers, and atheists alike, who
wonder who Jesus is and what He's about.
Fellowship Hall, September 11 – October 30
Leader: TBD

9:30 A.M.
Option 1: Bible Study: “Ecclesiastes”
They will methodically be going through the book. Studying all aspects of each
verse and how it directly applies to your life.
Room 4, September 11 Leader: Tony Sweers
Option 2: “Believe” edited by: Randy Frazee
A journey that should show us how to think, act, and be more like Jesus.
Fellowship Hall, September 11 – June
Leader: Arba Williamson

11:00 A.M.
Option 1: “Believe” edited by: Randy Frazee
A journey that should show us how to think, act, and be more like Jesus.
Fellowship Hall, September 11 – June
Leader: Elisabeth Kelly
Option 2: “Fearless Conversation” by Group Publishing
Open and authentic discussion on Christian principles.
Room 4, September 11 –
Leader: Bruce Buchanan
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DINING PARTNERS ARE BACK! YUMMY!
Congregational Care

I saw an article in the Daily Press written by Cynthia Davis, a member of HarborPointe Community Church in Hampton, in which she stated, “I think Jesus knew that the best and most
effective route into people’s hearts is to meet them exactly where they are; to spend an evening in their world, talking, laughing, and enjoying a shared experience.” Please consider joining us for any or all of the upcoming Kirkwood Dining Partners activities.
Kirkwood Dining Partners is for anyone who enjoys being with fellow Kirkwoodians. We enjoy going to restaurants together and it’s a great way to meet new people and get to know
others better.
There will be sign-up sheets for the eating out events in the narthex and reminders in the
bulletin beginning in late August.
All are welcome and encouraged to share time with your church family. If you have any questions, please see Arba Williamson (awillia114@aol.com ) or Cindy Williamson
(cwillic114@gmail.com) or ask anyone who participated last year – we had a lot of fun and
meaningful conversations.
Locations below are tentative – please watch the bulletin and your email for final plans. And
feel free to drop either Arba or Cindy a note with any suggestions.
Dates for KirkWood Dining Partners Eating Out
September 17, 2016

County Grill, York County

6:00 P.M.

October 15, 2016

Peking, Hampton Town Center

6:00 P.M.

November 19, 2016

El Ranchero, Poquoson

6:00P.M.

December 3, 2016

TBD

6:00 P.M.

January 21, 2017

Holy Mackerel, York County

6:00 P.M.

February 11, 2017

Joe & Mimmas, York County

6:00 P.M.

March 18, 2017

York River Oyster Co. Gloucester Pt 6:00 P.M.

April 22, 2017

Vancosta’s

6:00 P.M.
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WE REACHED OUR BLOOD GOAL!
Congregational Care

Kirkwood held a blood drive on August 25, 2015 and thanks to all
the volunteers and those that came out to donate. We collected 39
lifesaving pints! What a fantastic Outreach opportunity. Connie
Barlow’s crew fed us hotdogs with all the fixings, and as always, the
check in and nursery crews were great. Please mark your calendars for or final Blood Drive of 2016 on November 10th. If you
have questions or would like to inquire as to how you can help at
upcoming drives, please contact Cathy Hudgins, 757-869-2645 or
hudgepudge@aol.com.

KIRKWOOD SILVER FALL KICK-OFF
Congregational Care

The KWS Planning Team met recently and has put together a really exciting line-up for Fall. Our
Kick-off event will be on Thursday, September 15th, at 11:30 a.m. We will enjoy a submarine
sandwich luncheon, which will be followed by a “getting to know you” time with our new music
director, Ann Brown. She will have us singing some familiar old fun songs that will bring laughter and delight to all! Be sure to sign up in the Narthex beginning August 28th, and indicate your
choice of sub sandwich. Donations of chips and desserts, as indicated on the sign-up sheet, will
be appreciated. The cost will be announced later. Contact Wanda Birch at 868-8651 or at
wandjbirch@verizon.net.
On October 20th, we’ll board the tall ship Alliance in Yorktown at 11:00 a.m., for a two-hour
cruise on the York River and return around 1:00 p.m. to have lunch at the Waterstreet Grill.
Watch for further info in the bulletin.
This year we’ll combine November and December KWS into one event, attending the Mannheim
Steamroller Christmas concert on November 30th at the Ferguson Center! Watch for more details on this event so that we can purchase tickets soon.
KirkWood Silver events are planned for KirkWood members and friends who are of “senior”
status, age-wise, but we NEVER CARD ANYONE! : ) Come and join us for some really great fun
and fellowship.
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Childrens’ Ministry
Preschool Room: The Preschool Sunday School class has new curriculum from Gospel
Light. Children who are at least 2 years old in September will learn in three easy steps: Play,
Listen, Talk! They are actively engaged in the Bible Story and led to experience God’s love and
know Jesus cares for them. They will start on September 11th at 11 a.m. in Room 2.

WoW (the Way of the Word)
WoW Classes for kids in Kindergarten through 5th grade start on September 11th at 11 a.m. upstairs in Room 10. WoW is a highly interactive way to teach children the eternal truths of our
faith, found in the Bible. Students will study one Biblical topic each month, by rotating through
different learning styles each Sunday. We will start with learning about Adam and Eve’s “Big
Mistake”. Our memory verse is from Genesis 2:9, But the Lord God called out to the man.
“Where are you?” He asked.

Congratulations to WoW Elementary Classes for sorting through and collecting used markers
for recycling. This mission will help create a new source of fuel as well as showing what great
stewards you are. 21 pounds of markers were mailed to the Crayola Center.

Fun Times Ahead!
Kids In Christ at KirkWood is going to
have a great year. Don’t miss out. Contact
Jeannine Scott to make sure you are on the
email contact list for updates on activity
details.
Next activity is pumpkin unloading on October 1st. There is something for everyone.
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UNITE discipleship group for Parents*
Join us each month as we explore a different parenting topic through our Ted Talk series.
Meets on the first Friday of every month at
5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Geared toward parent(s) with child(ren) 5th
grade and younger, but we welcome other
parenting experience levels.
*also accepting teens and
RSVP to Jeannine or Ben Scott to plan ahead
adults interested in train
for dinner and child care needs.
playing, movie watching,
ball throwing, game, or
Unite experiences life together as Christ followcrafting time with the
ers; growing through study, prayer, and serving
children.
others.

DATE

EVENT

Sept. 11

Patriot Day

Sept. 11

National Grandparent’s Day

Sept. 15– Oct. 15

Hispanic Heritage Month

Sept. 22

First Day of Fall
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KW’S NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Music

KirkWood extends a warm welcome to Ann Ory Brown as our new Director of
Music!
Ann was born in Austin, Texas, but at age 3 moved to northern Virginia and grew
up there until her college years. Her dad and stepmother still live in NOVA. After
retirement, her mother and stepfather moved from NOVA to Mathews, where her
mom passed away six years ago. Ann now lives in Mathews with her 95 year old
WWII fighter pilot stepfather.
Ann started her college career at Boston University majoring in speech therapy. However, she had begun piano lessons at age 5 and through the years had developed a deep love of music. While attending Boston U.,
she rediscovered that love of music and transferred to Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey,
where she graduated with both Bachelors and Masters of Music degrees. Westminster has a world class choral music tradition and was founded in 1926 by the Presbyterian Church as a way to professionally train musicians to serve churches as Ministers of Music. That term, still used by many churches today, was coined by
Westminster’s founder. Following college, Ann began her highly successful musical career by teaching choir
and private voice lessons at Bloomsburg University in Pennsylvania.

Ann grew up attending the Episcopal Church, but became a member of the United Church of Christ while
working in one of the many church Director of Music and choir positions she has held through the years. Ann
has lived in Kansas City, Richmond, and New York City, and has sung in professional choirs in Presbyterian,
Methodist, Episcopal, and Catholic churches, and in Jewish Synagogues. While in Richmond, she also taught
music and private lessons at Longwood University and The University of Richmond. For the past 20 years, she
has sung with a quartet at Temple Shaaray Tefila (Gates of Prayer) on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. In
October, she will return to New York City to sing with the quartet during the Jewish High Holy Days of Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. She has led professional choral workshops in the Massachusetts Berkshires and
has performed solos at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, and The Kennedy Center. She is a certified Yoga instructor and enjoys photography and cycling as hobbies.
Ann said she appreciates the warm KirkWood community welcome she has received. She said at some point
in the future she might like to get a university teaching position again, but right now she is focused on bringing out the best in KirkWood’s choirs, and she is especially excited about developing a dynamic music program working with KirkWood young people.
Ann, we are very happy to have you as our Director of Music, and we look forward to having a special relationship with you for many years!
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE TO THE LORD!
Music

Now is your chance to dust off those vocal cords and warm up your voices, as the Fall Music season begins
at Kirkwood. Expect great things to happen as we join our individual voices together in song. We welcome
newcomers as well as old-timers to any of our music groups.
The Cantata choir is open to any and all who enjoy singing, and it is a great way for those not singing in the
Adult Choir to participate in the music program at Kirkwood. Please call the church to make child care arrangements.
The Cantata Choir will be presenting “Let Heaven and Nature Sing Gloria” by Mark Hayes during both services on December 18th. We are kicking off our rehearsal with a pot-luck dinner at the Searles’ house on
Sunday, September 18th at 5 p.m. We will share a meal and then pass out scores and listen to the entire
work. Please bring a dish to share. Susan will provide beverages and condiments.

Beginning September 21st, the
Wednesday rehearsal schedule is:

6:00 p.m.

Worship Band

7:15 p.m.

Cantata Choir

8:00 p.m.

Adult Choir

If you would like more information about our music program, please contact either Ben Scott or Ann Brown.

JOIN A SMALL GROUP
Congregational Care

If you have thought about possibly joining a small group your opportunity is coming in September. There are
several small groups here at Kirkwood Church that are getting ready to start up for fall and there are a couple
that meet year round. Each group is a little different, but each group essentially meets once a week (a couple
meet every two weeks and we even have a group that meets once a month), there is usually a discussion session, some do Bible based studies others do study books, prayers for each other, and social time. A small
group is a wonderful way of getting to know your fellow Kirkwoodians better.
Most meetings take place in a facilitator’s home and a couple meet at the church. Some groups do activities
outside of their group, some do charitable acts during the year, and others go to dinner or theater. I want to
take this opportunity to thank all of the current small group facilitators and look forward to another wonderful year. If there is anyone interested in becoming a small group facilitator, please let me know ASAP.
Marsha Coverdale, Small Group Coordinator
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TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME
Congregational Care Happenings

Our outing to see a Tides baseball game on August 13 was fun for all and full of suspense as the
Tides had no runs for the entire game till the 8th inning! Then we were all happy to see them
win the game by the score of 4 to 2. It was a warm evening but good fellowship, and several of
us enjoyed a nice dinner in Portsmouth before taking the Elizabeth River Ferry to the game.
Hope others will join us next year for this annual event.

Dear Kirkwood Family,
As I am sitting here writing this long overdue note of sincere appreciation to
everyone, I thought of Steve Hudgins scripture reading this morning (Aug. 21)
in church, John 13:33, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” You all displayed sincere and much appreciated love to Claire and Elaine, Scott and I, and
to our entire family. But most importantly remembering us in your thoughts
and prayers. We cannot thank everyone enough for all of your hugs, words of
encouragement, visits to Claire and Elaine, your cards, your donations and offerings of food, and your thoughtful expressions of sympathy. Claire and Elaine,
EClaire as Roger Crone would call them, felt welcomed at Kirkwood from their
first visit and enjoyed attending church here. We miss Mom and Dad very
much, but we take comfort in knowing they are holding hands together in Heaven. God Bless each of you,
Scott and Marsha Coverdale

SEPTEMBER
4th—Luke 14:25-33
14th—Luke 15:1-10
18th—Luke 16:1-13
25th—Luke 16:19-31
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