KirkWood Kronicle

A Christian Community Knowing, Loving, and Serving Christ, to
make Him known to all.

FEBRUARY 2017

Dear Members and Friends,
Just the other Sunday one of my favorite members of the congregation remarked to those around her, “I did not know Pastor Michael is retiring.”
When she told me after worship, I laughed with her and said, “I thought
everyone knew.”
On October, 1, 2017, I will have been your pastor for 28 years. That is an incredibly long pastorate no matter which denomination you are in. I will also be 66 years old this December. My
energy tank is approaching empty and you all deserve a younger person with fresh and new
ideas to lead you in the next phase of KirkWood’s ministry. You will have some major life issues to struggle with like: to build or not to build a permanent sanctuary; how to increase Sunday School and worship attendance each week; has the time come to include a diaconate in
our local governance; how we can appeal to Gen Xers and Millennials more than we do now;
what new mission ministries do we wish to embrace? The next pastor will have some significant ministry challenges ahead of him or her.
Of course, I have loved being your pastor for so many years. For some families, I have baptized
children only to officiate at their weddings later. I have shared profoundly tender moments
with you as well as profoundly sad times. All this by the grace of God.
Now we are in our final year together. Let’s make it a celebration of God’s amazing grace in
Christ Jesus!
And, of course, I must say, “See ya in church this Sunday!”
KirkWood Presbyterian Church

Fondly,

1209 Hampton Highway
Yorktown, VA 23693
Phone: 757-766-0343

Fax: 757-766-0962

Email: kirkwood@kirkwood.hrcoxmail.com
Website: http://www.kirkwoodpcusa.org/

Worship: 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (nursery available)
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. (Adults)
11:00 a.m. (Preschool– Adults)

mcondrey@cox.net
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Worship

Children’s Choir News
The Children’s Choir has begun rehearsals for our March presentation of the anthem “A Lenten
Love Song” (based on Matthew 26:36-39,) which explores the feelings of our Lord in the garden
at Gethsemane as he struggled to fulfill God’s plan. And He did this with the greatest love. In
the song, the halo shining over the garden scene comes through the singing of a Latin chant “Ubi
caritas et amor, Deus ibi est,” which means “Where charity and love abide, God is there.”

Bell Choir
Do you read music? If so, we are looking for a few more bell ringers for our Worship bell choir.
We (desperately) need more people to fill vacancies. No previous bell experience necessary!
We rehearse on Sundays at 12:15 p.m. Please contact Ann Brown.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
Worship

A Big Thank You!
Thank you to all who
sang in the Christmas
Cantata on December
18th.

Cantata Choir
“To Everything There is a Season and a Time for Every Purpose Under Heaven”

The Cantata Choir has begun rehearsals for our Maundy Thursday presentation of “A Time for
Alleluia” by Joseph Martin. The famous passage in the third chapter of Ecclesiastes forms the
framework for the piece which traces the arc of Christ’s life from his birth in Bethlehem (a season for planting), to his early ministry (a season for gathering together), to his triumphant entry into Jerusalem (a season for loving and hating), to the garden at Gethsemane (a season for
weeping), to His betrayal (a season for uprooting), to Peter’s denials (a season for scattering)
and finally on to the cross (a season for dying). The last movement of the cantata celebrates
the resurrection (a season for dancing).
It is not too late to join the Cantata Choir, in fact, we would welcome anyone who loves to sing.
We rehearse Wednesday evenings at 7:15 p.m.
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE HAPPENINGS
Congregational Care

KirkWood’s 30th Anniversary is this year!
Congregational Care has formed a KirkWood History Team to develop a written history covering
the last 30 years. Our team includes Jim and Wanda Birch, Pepper and Sandy Westbrook, Bonnie
Condrey, Connie Mixson, Mike Fore, Gerry LaBarre, and Tina Dowe. We are meeting on the third
Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. at the church and we have had two meetings so far. As we
gather all the material needed for the history, we want to hear from KW members about their
memories, e.g. your first arrival, your special experiences, etc. Feel free to call or email one of us
to share your inputs.

Discipleship Groups (aka Small Groups)
I have been trying to remember when we started Discipleship Groups at church. I cannot remember, but it has been several years. The small groups have proven to be a valuable part
of our church. I am asking today for you to prayerfully consider being a facilitator of a small
group. We have some facilitators that have been leading/ hosting a group since the beginning
and would like to take a break. Michael's sermon this morning made me think of the Discipleship
groups. The groups help you to shape your heart, participate in corporate worship with other believers, cultivate a season of prayer, and improve your time reading the Bible. If you are interested in becoming a facilitator, please let me know and a training session will be held to help you
with your endeavor. Also, if you are interested in joining a small group, please let me know.
I want to thank all of our current facilitators for their dedication and time: Jeannine and Ben
Scott, Steve and Cathy Hudgins, Tony Sweers, Barbara Ball and Shelia Farrah, Dick and Doreen
Knowles, Scott Coverdale, Joyce Armstrong, Don and Elizabeth Nelson, and Rich and Suzie
Egyud. You can contact me at my email address, scottcoverdale@cox.net, call or text me at (757)
870-7187, or stop me in the halls of church.
Marsha Coverdale
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KIRKWOOD SILVER
Congregational Care

What do you do when there’s nothing to do? Some KWS folk will help us with that on Thursday, February 16th, when we get together for fellowship over delicious soups and sandwiches. Following lunch at 11:30 a.m., we hope that many of you will share your hobbies and leisure activities with everyone present, showing what and how-to. We already have promises
of sailing (via video), crocheting, adult coloring books, jig saw puzzles, and reading books
(books and authors you’ve read and want to recommend to others.) We hope to have lots of
sharers! Sign up in the Narthex beginning January 29th. Contact Wanda Birch at (757) 8688651, or at wandjbirch@verizon.net.
KirkWood Silver celebrates all birthdays – On January 19th
the KirkWood Silver group had lunch at Andrea’s Italian Restaurant and gathered afterward at the church to celebrate
each person’s birthday, play several fun games, and enjoy
birthday cake. We all had a great time and wish you were
there. Continue to watch the bulletin and Kronicle to learn of
our future plans – we do our thing on the third Thursday of
each month. Come join us!
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TALENT/NO TALENT SHOW
Congregational Care

Got the winter blues? Put a smile on your face by coming out to the annual Talent/ No Talent
show on February 12th at 6:00 p.m. We are currently looking for all types of acts: musical,
magical, or otherwise. Please sign up on the Youth bulletin board across from the church office. We will be looking for you!

The Power is in the Blood
The next Kirkwood Blood Drive is scheduled for THURSDAY, February 23, 2017 from 2:00 to
7:00 p.m. Once again the fabulous cooks from KirkWood will be providing a meal. There
will also be child care available after 4:00 p.m. to donors. You can schedule your appointment online at www.redcrossblood.org, Sponsor Code “KirkwoodPC,” or at church on February 12th and 19th in the Fellowship Hall! Walk-ins are still welcome, but appointments
are recommended. COME OUT AND GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE. THERE IS POWER IN THE
BLOOD! Make your appointments early. Questions: call Cathy Hudgins, (757) 869-2645
(hudgepudge@aol.com)
For planning purposes, the schedule for 2017 is: May 23, August 24, and
November 9, 2017. Please mark your calendars!
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DINING PARTNERS DATES
Congregational Care

February 11, 2017
March 18, 2017
April 22, 2017
May 13 or 20, 2017

Joe & Mimma’s, York County
York River Oyster Co., Gloucester Pt
Vancosta’s
Covered dish picnic

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Sign up in the Narthex so KirkWood can reserve seating for all attending.

Linus Group
KirkWood's Linus Group has been busy trying to add warmth to people's lives. Scarves are
being donated to P.O.R.T. and hats to the Salvation Army. We would love to have you join us
on Wednesday mornings at 10:30.

SPECIAL DATES IN FEB

WEEKLY READINGS

• African-American History Month
• February 12 - Scout Sunday
• February 14 - Valentine’s Day
• February 20 - Presidents Day
• February 26 - Transfiguration of Our Lord

Feb 5th – Matthew 5:13-20
Feb 12th – Matthew 5:21-37
Feb 19th – Matthew 5:38-48
Feb 26th – Matthew 17:1-9
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P.O.R.T. (People Offering Resources Together)
Mission

P.O.R.T.
We will be serving at the overnight shelter at The Mosaic Center on Saturday, February 11th.
There are several shifts to work during the night, and we need at least 30 volunteers to man the
different shifts.
If you have never volunteered for this ministry, please know that it is a wonderful opportunity
to help those in need and give back to our community. We cook and serve dinner and breakfast
to 75 to 120 guests. We check in the guests, hand out clothing, and help set up their beds for the
night. Please consider joining us.
The sign up sheet is on the Mission bulletin board. Please consider signing up for a shift . If you
have any questions, please contact Chris Wood (757) 335-3475 or Arba Williamson (757) 3445588.

P.O.R.T. Needs
The P.O.R.T program is in desperate need of items for the guests. If you have any of these new
or gently used items you would like to donate, please bring them to the church and place them
in the mission tub by the parking lot door.
Men's and Women's underwear, bras, sweaters, socks, sweatpants, sweatshirts (no hoods),
coats/jackets, jeans.
Household items – utensils, pots, pans, kitchen items.
Furniture – dining table, chairs, beds, dressers. If you have furniture items, PLEASE do NOT
bring them to the church. Please call Marvin at LINK directly to arrange for pick up. The phone
number is on the Mission bulletin board.
Thank you for your donations.
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
Mission

Weekend Ministry
Our next date to serve at the St. Paul's soup kitchen will be Saturday, February 11th. We will
prepare and serve lunch to 25 to 50 guests. Please join us. It is from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Please sign up on the Mission bulletin board.

Upcoming Opportunities to Serve
St. Paul’s Weekend Ministry
P.O.R.T. at the Mosaic Center

February 11th
February 11th

We welcome new members to the Mission Committee. We meet on the first Tuesday of the
month at 7:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please contact Chris Wood (757) 335-3475 or
Arba Williamson (757) 344-5588.

A DAY IN THE COUNTRY—ZUNI
Mission

THE FINAL DAY IN THE COUNTRY AT ZUNI
Save the date! The very last “Day in the Country” will be held on Saturday, April 22nd on the
Zuni campus, from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. This DIC will include a celebration of fifty years of
ministry at Zuni Homes. Please plan to come and celebrate this very special ministry. Watch for
further announcements and for how you may help this be the very best “Day in the Country” ever! Speak to Wanda Birch about this special event!
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THANK YOU
Mission

A Big Thank You!
The Mission Committee wants to deeply thank those who have volunteered for the Pumpkin
Patch, P.O.R.T., and the Weekend Ministry at St. Paul's. It takes many volunteers to support
these important ministries and all help is very much appreciated. We would welcome new faces
and hands in assisting us. If you would like more information, please contact any member of the
Mission committee.
Mission work by KirkWood was carried out by a team of KW folks
as they helped distribute food for the Peninsula Foodbank in
Poquoson in December. We had 8 folks come from KirkWood to
assist with bagging the food and helping recipients get their food
to their cars.
Mission served at the Devonshire for a Christmas party for 2016
by helping decorate the dining room and serve all the attendees.

Preparing dinner for the homeless for P.O.R.T. in January

Weekend Ministry at St. Paul’s to
serve lunch to the homeless
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MOWING TEAMS
Property & Facilities

Even though it is still winter, it’s time for us to start planning for the spring/summer grass
mowing teams. We will have a sign-up sheet in the Narthex mid-February, so please sign up if
you are able. Also Spring Clean-Up day is April 1 from 8:00 - 11:00 a.m. with the rain date of
April 8th; please mark your calendars.
Special thanks goes out to all who help P&F keep KirkWood running and looking good. It takes
a lot of people behind the scenes to keep the lights burning, fixing plumbing, repairing the AC
units, repairing and painting walls, fire alarm inspections, etc. So if you are interested in joining
the P&F Committee to help keep the church in good working order, please contact Kirk Reno or
Murray Ritter.

YOUTH MISSION TRIP
Christian Education

The youth mission trip will be from July 16-July 22, 2017. We will be traveling to Camp
Whitman in Penn Yan, NY. We will be working with a local agency to help repair homes in
the community. The cost is $400.00 all inclusive. Time spent working in the Pumpkin Patch
added funds to your account to offset the cost. We will also have the Fat Tuesday pancake
supper on Feb 28th and a Soup Luncheon on March 19th to raise
additional funds. The first deposit of $100 is due Feb. 26th.
Please see a youth leader with any questions.
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WoW (Way of the Word) SUNDAY SCHOOL
Christian Education

During the month of February, our elementary students will be studying The Lord’s Prayer and
learning more about what Jesus taught about praying. They will learn about intercessory prayer
using “Lord’s Prayer Eggs,” create a life sized prayer room, discuss the ACTS model, and match
real-life situations to specific parts of The Lord’s Prayer.

Save the Date
Saturday, April 15 will be our annual community
Easter Egg Hunt. There is a new format this year, so
watch for exciting ways you can volunteer and contribute.

Thank you to Roger and Gloria Crone for
organizing the annual caroling trip for
the acolytes to Golden Living Center/
Bayside in Poquoson.
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