KirkWood Kronicle
A Christian Community Growing Together, Knowing, Loving, and
Serving Christ, to make Him known to all.

Dec. ‘21-Jan. ’22

A Message from our Pastor Chris Shearer
Advent – A Poem

By Darcy Gillespie (Deacon at Longview Presbyterian Church in
Longview, Washington)
Appeared in The Presbyterian Outlook (12/22/20)
The darkness falls around me like a cozy comforter. Wait! says the
voice of the divine to my soul.
I light the first candle to signal the beginning of a year fresh and new. Light blends with the
coziness. The air sings with HOPE. Wait! says the voice of the divine to my soul.
I light the second candle. The light blends with the coziness. The air hums with PEACE. Wait!
says the voice of the divine to my soul.
I light the third candle. Light blends with the coziness. The air pulses with JOY. Wait! says the
voice of the divine to my soul.
I light the fourth candle. Light blends with the coziness. The air glows with LOVE. Wait! says the
voice of the divine to my soul.
I light the fifth candle. The coziness and the air blaze with the light of EMMANUEL. Go! Bring MY
light to the weary world, says the voice of the divine to my soul.

KirkWood Presbyterian Church
1209 Hampton Highway | Yorktown, VA 23693
Phone: 757-766-0343
Email: office@kirkwoodpcusa.org | Website: http://www.kirkwoodpcusa.org/
Worship: Sundays, 9:30 a.m., in person and broadcast live via KirkWood’s home page and our YouTube
channel. On-demand replays are available on YouTube.
Sunday School: Sundays 8:30 a.m. (adult) and 11 a.m. (all ages). Nursery care is available. Please visit our
website for information on additional resources for individual, family, and group nurturing.

Advent born in cozy and drowsy darkness prepares us to go and bring the light to a world
crying for warmth and healing. Without the darkness, our light cannot shine.
Go! Shine your light and help heal a world surrounded by brokenness and crying out for the
light.
Warmly, Pastor Chris
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December 12 – KirkWood Dining Partners at
Sweet Dreams Cafe, noon

•

December 16 – KirkWood Silver movie and
snack, 1:30 p.m.

•

December 19 – Christmas Pageant, 9:30 a.m.
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services
(5 p.m. and 11 p.m.)
Church office closed
December 25 – Christmas Day

•

December 31 – New Year’s Eve/Watch Night
Church office closed

•

•

January 1 – New Year’s Day

•

January 6 – Epiphany

•

January 9 – Taking down the greens

•

January 17 – Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 20 – KirkWood Silver pizza lunch,
11:30 a.m.

•

January 23 – Chili Cook-off

•
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Session Highlights
Session

November Session Meeting Highlights













The necessary Session and financial positions were approved for 2022:
* Albertina Dowe – Treasurer
* Kathy Fore – Financial Secretary
* Mike Fore, Tammy Organski, and Pepper Westbrook – Assistant Treasurers
* Nancy Risden – Clerk of Session.
January 9 is the date for the “unhanging of the greens” (that is, taking down the Advent/
Christmas decor).
January 23 is the tentative date for the chili cook-off.
The first Session retreat for 2022 is slated for January 29, and will focus on onboarding the
new elder class.
There was positive feedback about the 2021 approach to stewardship season: specifically,
the short stewardship presentations for five straight Sundays on various facets of
stewardship.
There was preliminary discussion of the 2022 budget, with a view to fuller deliberation to
come at the December Session meeting.
The Missions Committee will be communicating about volunteer needs for PORT, as well
reminding the congregation about the food drives and Hunger Offering.

New Online Giving Opportunities!
Stewardship

Your generous giving back of God’s gifts is an act of worship that allows KirkWood to connect
people to God through, and make possible, ministries to change and transform lives in our
community.
Starting December 16, KirkWood will have a new electronic option, through Vanco Payment
Solutions, to safely and securely make your regular and/or designated offerings! Your gifts
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will be automatically debited from your checking/savings account or processed using your
debit/credit card.
Vanco Online Giving allows:


Anytime and anywhere giving, conveniently and securely



No need to write physical checks or prepare envelopes



Schedule and manage recurring offerings



View your complete online-giving history

Simply go to our website, https://kirkwoodpcusa.org/, and click the “Donate” button or go
directly to KirkWood’s donation page at https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z213/home. In either
case, just click on “Sign Up,” follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile, and
schedule your one-time or recurring contributions. You can have your contribution(s)
withdrawn from your checking or savings account by electronic funds transfer (ACH), or you
may contribute using your credit or debit card. You can sign on anytime to change or stop your
donation plan, make a new one-time donation, or view your online donation history.
Also on December 16, you’ll be able to download KirkWood’s
new smartphone app and make contributions right from your
cell phone. Just go to the Apple App Store or the Google Play
Store and search for “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement.” Install
and open the app, and then search for KirkWood Presbyterian
Church of Yorktown. (Note: there are several KirkWood
churches, so make sure you select KirkWood Presbyterian
Church of Yorktown.) If you’ve already created an account
through the website, just sign in. If you haven’t already created an online account through
KirkWood’s website, the first time you use the app you’ll be able to create an account and
password that will enable you to log in at any time (in the app or online), make changes to your
giving, or view your complete online giving history.

Our new electronic giving program will offer convenience for you and will provide donation
consistency for the church. Please consider using electronic giving for your future
contributions. If you have any questions, please contact Mike Fore, mike.fore4@gmail.com or
(757) 867-6805.
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P&F Leaders Send Special Thanks
Property & Facilities

As Scott Shoun and I end our time on Session, we want to send out a special thanks to all who
helped the P&F committee keep KirkWood running and looking good over the past six years. It
takes a lot of people behind the scenes to keep the lights burning, fix plumbing, repair the AC
units, weed and plant new flowers, mow the lawn, trim bushes, repair and paint walls, handle
fire alarm inspections, keep lawn mowing equipment running, etc.
The list is long, and we could not keep things going without a dedicated team and a lot of
volunteers in the church.
We would like to give a special thanks to our 2021 P&F team
members: Janet and Jerry Deaton, Nate Nickerson, Murray Ritter, Jim
Birch, Tom Briggs, Sam Ritter and Roger Crone. As we are moving off
Session, Ted Lovdahl will be taking over the responsibilities as the
P&F chair. Hopefully you all will give him the same dedication as you
gave Scott and me.
If you find anything needing repairs—faucets or toilets leaking, lights out, or areas needing to
be spruced up—please notify the office so it can be passed on to the P&F committee so that we
can correct it.

Also, if you are interested in joining the P&F committee to help keep the church in good
working order, please contact Ted Lovdahl. We meet the 1st Tuesday each month at 7 p.m. in
the kitchen.
Sincerely, Scott Shoun and Kirk Reno

Congregational Care ~ Mark Your Calendars
Congregational Care

The Congregational Care Committee has programs lined up for the next several months. Please
mark your calendars and plan to come out to share some great meals and enjoy fellowship.
5

KirkWood Silver
Please check KirkWood Silver’s article on page 7 for upcoming programs in December and
January.
Annual Chili Cook-off
Our annual Chili Cook-off is back! We have scheduled it for Sunday,
January 23, at 6 p.m. We look forward to judging and consuming your
four-legged (beef, pork, etc.), two-legged (poultry), and no-legged
(seafood, vegetarian) entries. Contest rules and sign-up will be
provided in early January. We just LOVE Chili in the wintertime!
Valentine’s Day Breakfast
On Sunday, February 13, at 8:30 a.m. the CC committee will host a
Valentine’s Day potluck breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.
Meals Support
As always, if you or a loved one needs temporary help with meals for
any reason, please let the church office know. The CC committee is
here to assist you.

“When

we eat together we
discover the inherent
humanity of all people. We
share stories. And hopes. And
fears. And disappointments.
People open up to each other.
And we ourselves can open up
to share the same things—
including our faith in Jesus.”
Michael Frost
“Surprise the World”

The point of contact for these items/events is Lew Goodman.

Linus Group Shares Warmth & Care
Outreach

On November 19, hats and scarves were taken
to the Salvation Army. The hat and scarves
were knitted or crocheted by the Linus Group,
and friends.
There were 61 youth hats, 30 scarves and hats
to match, 14 scarves and 80 adult hats.
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Blood Drive Update
Outreach

The final 2021 Red Cross Blood Drive was held at the church on Thursday, November 18.
COVID protocols were in place during the event. We had 33 presenting donors and were able to
collect 34 pints of blood. We had two donors that gave “Power Red,” which is two units of blood.
We had one deferral, which is a donor unable to give—for reasons such as low iron or blood
pressure above an acceptable level—and only a few no shows. All donors should receive a code
for a $10 Amazon gift card.
Thank you to all those that come out to donate or volunteer their time to help make our drives
run so smoothly and successfully. We were still unable to serve a meal, but are hoping to
resume that ministry later in 2022.
Our 2022 dates are: February 17, May 19, August 18 and November 17, 2022. Please
mark your calendars. If you would like to make your appointment for the February drive, the
drive is open for scheduling. Go to www.redcrossblood.org, Sponsor code KIRKWOODPC. If you
have questions, need assistance making your appointment, or would like to know how you can
help during future drives, please contact Cathy Hudgins.

KirkWood Silver
Congregational Care

KirkWood Silver will get together on Thursday, December 16, at 1:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall for a Christmas celebration, which will feature a
Christmas movie, “Signed, Sealed, and Delivered For Christmas.” Popcorn
and Christmas cookies will be served. Feel welcome to wear your favorite
Christmas garment, “ugly” or not! Bring a friend!
On January 20, KirkWood Silver will have a pizza lunch in the Fellowship
Hall at 11:30 a.m. The program is not yet finalized. Please watch for bulletin announcements
the first of the year.
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Practicing HOPE in Advent
Christian Education

Join the Christian Education classes to learn the spiritual practice of
HOPE this advent season. Pick up a Practicing the Practice at Home
sheet from the bulletin board. It contains ideas to hear, see, share,
and proclaim hope.
 Liturgy ideas for each week of lighting an advent wreath
 Hope jar
 Christmas caroling
 Chalk messages
 Family conversation starters

No classes on December 26. One-room intergenerational class on January 2.
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MEMORIZE
JOHN 1:14 as
part of our
church-wide
advent scripture
verse.

The verse with
motions was
introduced
during worship
on November 28.

“And the Word
became flesh and
dwelt among us,
and we’ve seen His
glory, glory as of
the only Son from
the Father, full of
grace and truth.”
John 1:14
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A Prayer for our New Year
Stewardship

Happy New Year!

God is here and He blesses us. He blesses us with time, talents, and money. In return for these
blessings, we demonstrate our love for the Lord with all our hearts, minds, souls, and strength
(Mark 12:30). Yet do we? Better yet, how do we?
We’ve heard in church about how we can give our time, our interests and gifts, and our finances.
As a reminder, you can still turn in your pledge cards. Nevertheless, our soul and spirit need
investment as well. We need to dedicate ourselves to our
spiritual growth; otherwise, the other points aren’t as
significant to ourselves.
One way we can do this is to pray. Not a smattering of quickie
sentences of requests and demands we have. Rather a twoway discussion with God. One where we adore our God
(Psalm 18:3a), confess our sins (I John 1:9), give thanks for
His being (Psalm 100:4), and eventually prayer for others (I
Thessalonians 1:2).
We need to have a time to talk and a time to sit quietly only
thinking about God. That is talking minimally and listening
attentively. To be still and know He is God (Psalm 46:10).
Pray to hear God’s voice no matter how He speaks to you: a
booming voice, a still small voice, or like a conversation with
your best friend. A chance to hear His words, not our selfish
desires.
Let us now pray for our new year. That we grow closer to the Holy God, redemptive Savior, and
guiding Spirit. Amen.
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